52     MODE OF CELEBRATING THE MAHUERUM

teach the Khoraun to the young ladies, and, in
that capacity, they are called Oustaardie, or
more familiarly Artoojee.

As I have mentioned before, the Musseah
narrative of the sufferings at Kraabaallah, is a
really pathetic and interesting composition; the
work being conveyed in the language of the
country, every word is understood, and very
deeply felt, by the females in all these assem-
blies, who, having .their hearts softened by the
emphatic chantings of the readers, burst into
violent tears and sobbings, of the most heart-
rending description. As in the gentlemen's
assembly, they conclude with Mortem, in
which they exercise themselves until they are
actually exhausted; indeed, many delicate fe-
males injure their health by the violence and
energy of their exertions, which they never-
theless deem a most essential duty to per-
form, at all hazards, during the continuance of
Mahurrum.

This method of keeping Mahurrum is not
in strict obedience to the Mahumudan laws;
in which code may be found prohibitions against